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Survey: Audience Age 

76%

14%

10%



18% of people surveyed knew someone diagnosed with HIV/AIDS.

50%

50%

 of the total people who knew someone 
diagnosed with HIV/AIDS were within 
the “Youth” category (18-24)

 of the total people who knew someone
diagnosed with HIV/AIDS were within
the “ Non-Youth” category (25+)

Survey: Knew of Those Diagnosed



“Scare tactic to not have sex”

All “Non-Youth” said they weren’t taught about 

HIV/AIDS within their education system.  

94% did know that AIDS is not just an STD.  

“I did, but it wasn’t 
rememberable.”  

Survey: HIV/AIDS Education
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Formal Education in Schools

36%

Survey: HIV/AIDS Education 

58%



 Most of the people who had taken the 
survey answered that the initial outbreak
had happened in the 80s, but a lot of 
the answers had questions marks and some 
kind of uncertainty. 

Survey: Initial Outbreak 
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survey answered that the initial outbreak
had happened in the 80s, but a lot of 
the answers had questions marks and some 
kind of uncertainty. 

Survey: Initial Outbreak 
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50% 50%

in the United States

Survey: On the Rise?



“This couldn’t affect me.”

Survey: What comes to mind?



1 2Bodily Fluids Needles

Survey: How HIV/AIDS spreads



Did Know Didn’t Know 
- Flu-like symptoms
- Lack of energy 
- Aren't always 
  immediately  
  recognized ?

Survey: Symptoms



74% of people surveyed weren’t aware of government programs

Survey: Government Programs
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Survey: Knowledge of HIV/AIDS



Earl Wright II
Earl Wright II is Professor in the Department of Africana 
Studies and affiliate faculty in the Department of 
Sociology at the University of Cincinnati.

We thought it would be interesting to talk to Earl to ask 
what it was like to have lived through the AIDS epidemic 
in the 80’s and see what his thoughts are in hindsight 
knowing all he knows now.

Goals
To learn what it was like to live during the AIDS epidemic

To gain insight into key drivers for social awareness 
particularly within the black community

Interview 1: Earl Wright II



Magic Johnson
Pop culture’s affect on AIDS awareness is massive. When 
Magic Johnson went public with having HIV the reality that it 
wasn’t simply “gay cancer” slowly sunk into the community at 
large, specifically within the black community.

Professor Wright also mentioned that the TV show “A Different 
World” did an episode to raise awareness about the AIDS 
epidemic the same year that Magic Johnson made his 
announcement.

Interview 1: Insights



The Church
Professor Wright spoke to the fact that since the church discourages acts of homosexuality AIDS became a 
taboo subject to church-goers which presently makes up 40% of all Americans. He mentioned that some 
churches have since acknowledged problems like these but says there are very few, specifically in the south.

Interview 1: Insights



Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment
The Tuskegee Syphilis experiment was a 40 year clinical trial of 399 black men with syphilis who were told they were being 
treated for “bad blood” while dying from syphilis, which they weren’t given medication for. Ultimately many of these men died 
from a disease these doctors knowledgeably denied them medication for. Since the experiment ended in 1972, African 
Americans had a widespread distrust of the medical community, which led to a large disregard for news about AIDS when it 
became an issue in the 80’s.

Interview 1: Insights



Tavon Hall
MSM Outreach Educator
Talks with people who come in and help them through 
the testing process.

We thought it beneficial to seek out a Planned 
Parenthood employee who goes through the testing and 
screening process for HIV/AIDS. More emotional and 
empathetic insights may be gained. 

Goals
To get facts and pamphlets that these people are faced 
with for help

To gain insights to who is coming in, who is not, what 
they are feeling, and why

Interview 2: Tavon Hall



Pop culture’s affect on AIDS awareness is massive. When 
Magic Johnson went public with having HIV the reality that it 
wasn’t simply “gay cancer” slowly sunk into the community at 
large, specifically within the black community.

Professor Wright also mentioned that the TV show “A Different 
World” did an episode to raise awareness about the AIDS 
epidemic the same year that Magic Johnson made his 
announcement.

Preventive Action
Planned Parenthood partners with schools, and speaks to 
students. Tavon noticed that the administration usually has 
mixed feelings about the talk, but the students love it. He 
explained how teens who are coming of age to be sexually 
active get information from their peers, which is usually 
passed around from other uninformed, misinformed teens. 

Myths and rumors are percieved as truth, and the correct 
action is not carried out by newly sexually active generations. 
Condoms aren’t just for preventing pregnancy, gay men should 
still wear them to prevent the transmission of STIs and viruses 
such as HIV. Highly improbable to recieve HIV via oral, as the 
virus dies once it touches the air. 

Interview 2: Insights



Professor Wright spoke to the fact that since the church discourages acts of homosexuality AIDS became a 
taboo subject to church-goers which presently makes up 40% of all Americans. He mentioned that some 
churches have since acknowledged problems like these but says there are very few, specifically in the south.

Debunking Stigma
Gay men of African American decent ages 13-24 population 
is on the highest rise of positive testing for HIV and syphilis. 
Tavon narrowed the reasons down to mis-information: 
condoms only for pregnancy prevention, and the fear within  

the community. Fear of seeing someone that knows them in 
the office, fear of the stuff, “What is STUFF?” -Tavon. Fear of a 
positive test and what comes after.

“You’re gay..? 
That’s how you get AIDS.”  

Interview 2: Insights



The Tuskegee Syphilis experiment was a 40 year clinical trial of 399 black men with syphilis who were told they were being 
treated for “bad blood” while dying from syphilis, which they weren’t given medication for. Ultimately many of these men died 
from a disease these doctors knowledgeably denied them medication for. Since the experiment ended in 1972, African 
Americans had a widespread distrust of the medical community, which led to a large disregard for news about AIDS when it 
became an issue in the 80’s.

Not Alone, There is a Future
Trying to rid the “death sentence” assumptions and fears 
that can come with testing positive. PP walks you through 
everything, people helping and getting you resources at 
every step of the way. 

Wherever you are at the positive test, with the easy one pill a 
day, you can become undetectable. Child planning with 
partner is possible. Normal life is easily achievable. 

Interview 2: Insights

Window Period
- 6 weeks to 6 months
- Fever
- Headaches
- Tiredness
- Enlarged lymph nodes

HIV+Asymptomatic
- 7 to 10 years
- Not real outward 
symptoms
- Will test positive during 
this period

HIV Symptomatic
- No specific time frame
- Lack of energy
- Weight loss
- Frequent fevers/sweats
- Persistent yeast infections 
(oral/vaginal)

AIDS
- HIV+
- T-cell/CDA cell<300
- Opportunistic infection (OI)
- Thrush
- Herpes viruses
- Pneumonia
- Tuberculosis

WITH PRESCRIBED  MEDICATION



Conclusion


